
THE GREAT WAR 
 

SIMULATION 



 



FOUR M.A.I.N. LONG-TERM 

CAUSES OF THE WAR 

• 1. Militarism 

• 2. Alliance System 

• 3. Imperialist Rivalries 

• 4. Nationalism 

 



1. Militarism 
• Militarism – glorification of 

the military in a country 

due to the increase in arms 

technology and competition 

with other world powers for 

political power. 

 

• Where did Militarism 

originate? 



2. Alliance System 
• Alliance System – System 

of agreements between 

countries in which each 

would agree to defend the 

other in the case of foreign 

attack. 

• Where did the alliance 

system in Europe 

originate? Why would 

alliances be important to 

countries at this time? 



Triple Alliance 

• Germany 

• Austria-Hungary 

• Ottoman Empire 
(initially Italy) 

 

Triple Entente 
- France,  

- Russia 

- Great Britain 

 



Alliance System 

• Each country chooses a diplomatic 

representative. As the various agreements 

are issued countries who ally with each 

other come before the class and shake 

hands. 



3. Imperialist 

Rivalries 
• Imperialist Rivalries – 

Competition between 

Imperialist countries to gain 

colonies throughout the 

world. These rivalries built 

up resentment between 

European powers. 

(Remember the Scramble 

for Africa) 



4. Nationalism 
• Nationalism – Feeling pride 

in and devotion to one’s 

country or people. This 

becomes the basis for the 

idea that people should be 

ruled by people of the same 

ethnicity or religion. 

(Remember India and 

Pakistan) 
Alsace and Lorraine is a region that is 

between France and Germany that has 

moved back and forth between them.  

Before WWI France lost it to Germany 

during the Franco-Prussian War.  This 

caused animosity between the two 

countries. 

The issue of Nationalism came up with a 

region of Austria-Hungry called the 

Balkans.  The Turks in that area had 

nationalistic ties to Serbia rather then A-H. 



Proclaim your Nationalism 

• Each member of the countries proclaims 

their love for their country 

• “__________ is the greatest country ever.” 



Event #1: Murder of the Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand 
• Serbians that live within the 

Austrian-Hungarian empire 
want to become part of 
Serbia 

• Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
(Heir to the throne of 
Austria-Hungary) is 
assassinated while visiting 
the city of Sarajevo by a 
group of Serbian 
Nationalists known as the 
‘Black Hand’ 

• Film Clip 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCTIaiiGB4o


FRANZ FERDINAND!! 

THE ARCHDUKE 

Listen 

to: 

All For  

You 

Sophia 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zuHXbjlaJQ&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PL9D3097E9A3EF43EF
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zuHXbjlaJQ&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PL9D3097E9A3EF43EF
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zuHXbjlaJQ&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PL9D3097E9A3EF43EF
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zuHXbjlaJQ&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PL9D3097E9A3EF43EF


Event #2: Austria’s Ultimatum to 

Serbia 
• Austria believes the 

assassination was a 

conspiracy by the Serbian 

government 

• They send an Ultimatum 

(set of demands) to Serbia 

to allow their military to 

enter Serbia to conduct a 

full investigation 



Event #2: Actions 

• Austria-Hungary reads Ultimatum then 

gives it to Serbia 

• Serbia Refuses the Ultimatum 

• Austria-Hungary (Central Powers) and 

Serbia (Allied Powers) move to war 

• Serbia calls out to Russia for help 

• Russia moves to war (Allied Powers) 



Event #3: Germany’s Blank Check 

• Germany offers Austria a 

blank check of support to 

back an invasion of Serbia 

• Germany tells France to not 

get involved in the conflict 

• Austria invades Serbia with 

German support 

• Russia mobilizes against 

Austria and Germany 



Event #3: Actions 

• Germany reads ‘Blank Check” gives it to 

Austria-Hungary 

• Germany (Central Powers) moves to war 

• Germany asks France to not get involved 

• France replies “Ouh Ouh We will not listen 

to you” 



Event #4: The Schlieffen Plan 

• Germany trying to avoid a 

war on two fronts unleashes 

the Schlieffen Plan 

• Schlieffen Plan is the 

invasion of France thru the 

neutral country of Belgium 

• The goal is to knock France 

out of the war quickly on the 

Western Front then focus on 

defeating the Russians on 

the Eastern Front 

• Film Clip 

What did Germany’s Schlieffen Plan say about the 

Kaiser? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCbNE3ToePA


Event #5: Battle of Marne 

• Link 

• Why would this battle be important? 

 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/maps/


Event #5: Battle of Marne 

• Battle of the Marne stopped the German 

push into France 

• Kept Paris from being captured! 

• Ruined the Schlieffen Plan 

 

 

To remember:  The battle of Marne marred 

the Schlieffen Plan 



Event #5: Actions 

• The German invasion of Belgium moves 

Belgium into war (Allied Powers) 

• France moves to war (Allied Powers) 



Event #6: Alliance System Unravels 

• After Germany invades Belgium and France the 
Alliance system Unravels 

• Russia goes to war due to their alliance with Serbia 

• France goes to war due to their alliance with Russia 

• Britain goes to war due to their alliance with Belgium 
(France and Russia) 

• Italy goes to war due to its secret alliance with France 

• Ottoman Empire goes to war due to its alliance with 
Germany 

• The World is at War 

• TOTAL WAR= limitless in its scope, mobilization of all 
available resources, civilians and soldiers expected to 
contribute, drafts (CONSCRIPTION) may be enacted 



Event #6: Actions 

• Britain moves to war (Allied Powers) 

• Italy moves to war (Central Powers) 

• Italy reads Secret Alliance Document 

• Italy moves to war (Allied powers) 

• Ottoman Empire moves to war (Central 

Powers) 



 



Event #7: Christmas Truce 
• On Christmas Day 1914 

troops on all sides come 
out of the Trenches and 
celebrate      X-mas 
together. They sing silent 
night, play soccer, show 
each other pictures of their 
families 

• Represents the belief that 
the war would be over 
soon, and that soldiers did 
not share the hatred for 
other countries that their 
leaders had 



Event #7: Actions 

• Listen to “Belleau Wood” 

• How did soldiers view the war in its early 

stages? 

• What does the verse, “Heaven’s not beyond 

the clouds, its just beyond the fear” mean? 

• Do you think this could ever happen in a 

modern conflict today? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuD-hwDa8YQ&feature=related


Event #8: Battle of Gallipoli (1915) 

• Stalemate between Central and Allied powers 

in Turkey 

• Britain fought Turks at Gallipoli to create that 

path for Russia 

• Britain, after a long stalemate, withdrew forces 

• 52% of British forces dead, 60% of Turkish 

forces dead 

• Tarnished Britain’s image 

 



Event #8 Actions 

• British all walk over to the Ottoman 

empire.. 

• One person arm wrestle… Ottomans get to 

help their person… 

• One of the British soldiers must go sit with 

the dead against the wall.. 

• British walk home in shame… Ottomans 

laugh at them.. 



Event #9: Trench Warfare 

• Due to new technology 

such as mustard gas, planes 

and the machine gun 

produce stalemates along 

the front  

• Soldiers dig in and create 

the Trench system 

• Battles last for months over 

a few miles 

• Film Clip 

http://www.history.com/videos/trench-warfare


 









Event #9: Action 

• Both sides at war report to the computer 

lab…  

• See if you would make a good officer 

 

• Good officer link:  Print the page that has 

your score.  Write one sentence about what each of the 

following are and what their impact on WWI was. 

– Trenches 

– Mustard Gas 

– Shell Shock 

http://schoolshistory.org.uk/westernfront/Western Front Sim.htm


Event #10 Battle of Verdun 

• One of the bloodiest battle of WWI- quarter 

of a million deaths 

• Longest battle of WWI- 11 months 

• France able to push Germans back, 

symbolized French resiliency 

• Film Clip 

• Verdun will never Be Done… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4oabxoP_jVM


Event #10 Actions 

• Both the French and The Germans stand 

and play rock paper scissors… 

• Best out of 11…. 

• One French and 2 Germans go sit with the 

dead against the wall.. 



Event #11  Battle of the Somme 

• 5 month battle 

• 1 million losses- one of the bloodiest battles 

in history 

• Largest loss of life in the war in a single 

day: 60,000 people 

• So devastating for both sides, difficult to 

call a “victory” for either 

• Film Clip 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Tv5gBa9DQs


Event #12: Russia Makes an Exit 

• The Russians lose battle after 
battle along the Eastern Front 
experiencing more causalities 
than any other country 

• Russian Revolution brings 
Communists to power under 
V.I. Lenin 

• Russia makes a peace agreement 
with Germany, Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk 

– Treaty pulls Russia out of the war 

– Russia turns over land to Germany 



No, that’s Lennon not Lenin 



Leah that Lenin!!! 



Event #12: Actions 

• Russia wars with themselves 

• Russia reads ‘Treaty of Brest-Litovsk’ to all 

countries 

• Russia moves out of war back to peace area 



Event #13: U.S. Makes an Entrance 

• United States enters the war for three major 
reasons 

– 1. Sinking of the Lusitania – passenger liner 
torpedoed by German U-boats killing U.S. 
citizens 

– 2. Zimmerman Telegram – Germany’s attempt to 
have Mexico invade the U.S. to prevent them 
from joining the war 

– 3. Cultural Ties – Americas ties with Great 
Britain in terms of language, culture, and the 
belief in Democracy. U.S. wants to keep the 
world “safe for democracy” 



 



Event #13: Action 

• Germany takes ‘Zimmerman Telegram’ to 
Mexico 

• Telegram is intercepted by the British 

• British give it to the Americans 

• Americans read the “Zimmerman 
Telegram” 

• U.S. joins the war (Allied Powers) 

• War!!! 



Event #14 Armistice (Peace) 

• With U.S. entry into the war, 
stalemates along the front end 

• U.S. quickly pushes Germany 
out of France 

• Germans, Austrians, and 
Ottomans in chaos within their 
countries 

• They agree to end the war 

• Armistice (end to war) occurs 
at 11 o’clock on 11/11/1918 

• “The War to End All Wars” is 
over 

• WWI Newsreel 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHK3oWpD5ZI


Event #14: Action 

• Armistice is read to all countries 

• All countries come together and shake 

hands except Germany 

• Germany is forced to shake hands 


